
 Perhaps most of us experience stretches in our lives where we become aware 
of a message that seems to be repeating itself in the things we encounter.  Last week 
I was at my annual visit to Catalyst West, a large non-denominational gathering  
of evangelicals where I have spent a week of study leave every year for the past  
five years. 

 One of the speakers, a business consultant and former Stanford professor 
named Jim Collins (“Good to Great”, “Great by Choice”) gave a presentation in 
which he talked about how great organizations and great leaders possess “fanatical 
determination” – a relentless desire to achieve an objective. 

 In fact, I worked with the elders and deacons at our bi-monthly joint 
leadership gathering on what Collins calls the “20 mile march” – a leadership 
principle that says that great organizations pursue a strategy of steady, inexorable 
progress regardless of conditions.  The “20 mile march” principle says that if you 
want to walk from California to Maine, your best strategy is to decide to walk 20 
miles per day, every day, rain or shine.  Some days will be easier than others; some 
days you’ll be done with plenty of time to spare.  Other days will be a slog through 
harsh conditions. 

 Organizations – and people – who commit to the “20 mile march” will 
achieve their objectives an order of magnitude more often than organizations that 
go with ups-and-downs.  If you walk 40 miles on good days and stay in your tent on 
bad days, eventually the bad days will get to you, and you won’t achieve your 
objective.  And if you overreach on the good days, you risk tiring yourself out so you 
won’t be able to face the tough days. 

 The idea that too often we let the bad days win is the theme I kept hearing 
recently.  It seems that the themes of determination, perseverance, and hope keep 
appearing in front of me.  And if it’s appearing to me, I feel compelled to share it 
with you.  I hope you’re one of the people for whom God led me to share this word.   

Upon my return, I decided to visit a new church in Manhattan that I had 
heard great things about.  The church is Hillsong NYC.  It is the Manhattan branch 
of Hillsong, the largest church in Australia.  Hillsong is Pentecostal, and (as the 
name implies) renowned for their high-energy contemporary worship music. 
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 I arrived at 10:30 for an 11:00 service at the Roseland Ballroom on West 
52nd (they don’t have a building and move around to different venues).  There 
was a line.  It started on 52nd between 8th and Broadway, went over to 
Broadway, went north to 53rd, then went west back to 8th Avenue.  So I waited 
in a line three blocks long; when I got into the facility, there were no seats left 
(the capacity is about 1,500).  I stood in the balcony three-deep for a service that 
was 1:50 long.  And it was awesome. 

 The theme?  Perseverance.  Hope.  The core song that closed the service 
was a new one that Hillsong hasn’t released yet (it comes out in July) called 
“Glorious Ruins.”  The refrain goes like this: 
 

 Let the ruins come to life, in the beauty of Your name 

 Rising up from the ashes, God forever you reign 
 

 Have you had a number of “bad weather” days lately that leave you not 
wanting to move?  Are you feeling discouraged or beaten down?  Get on the 20 
mile march.  Take a positive step.  Not too many at once, but take one positive 
step every day.  Know that the ashes you see around you are just the starting 
place for the glorious recovery that God will empower you to make.  Your ruins 
can come to life by the power of God.  Stay focused on that.  Pray for the 
“fanatical determination” to get up and keep moving. 

 Then at the end of your journey – when you’ve made your last 20 mile 
march – you’ll be able to look back on how far you’ve come, how much you’ve 
overcome, and be able to say the famous words of the Apostle Paul: “I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” (2 Timothy 4:7)  

 P.S.  What about Hillsong NYC?  They started in 2011.  They normally 
meet at Irving Plaza, a smaller venue on the lower East side.  So they have 
services there each Sunday at 10am, Noon, 2pm, 4pm, 6pm, 8pm, and 10pm.  
Yes, 10 pm.  Did I say something about determination? 
 

Peace and blessings, 

continued from page 1 

Page 2 

have fought  I 
the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have 
kept the faith.”  
 – 2 Timothy 4:7  

 

A publication of the  
First Presbyterian Church  

of Englewood, NJ 
 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Voice: 201‐568‐7373 
Fax: 201‐568‐7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Rev. Richard S. Hong      x306 
Cell: 973‐769‐0199 

rich@englewoodpres.org 
 

Parish Associate,  
Kellie Anderson‐Picallo   x301 

kellie@englewoodpres.org 
 

Activities Director,  
Dorothy VanderWerf   x307 

dorothyv@englewoodpres.org 
 

Music Director,  
David Macfarlane     x310 
     music@englewoodpres.org 

 

 

Office Manager,  
Danielle De Laurentls   x304 
     office@englewoodpres.org 
 

Office Assistant,  
Diane Lyons     x304 
     office@englewoodpres.org 
 

Bookkeeper,  
Mary Stevens     x308 
     bookkeeper@englewoodpres.org 

Staff Extensions and E‐mail Addresses 

First  Press

                                          May 2013 



 

 
Page 3 First Press 

F R O M  T H E  C H O I R  R O O M  

CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the CROSSROADS contemporary worship that meets every Sunday evening  
at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel. It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band (led by Jane Kelly Williams)  
and the same basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s a  
great alternative – give it a try and invite your friends!   

CHANCEL CHOIR 

The Chancel Choir season continues through June 21. It is not too late to join us if you would like to experi-
ence the pleasure and satisfaction of performing beautiful music to God’s glory. There is no audition to join 
the choir, and the singers posses a full range of abilities from non-readers to 
professionals, so there is room for you no matter what your level.   

BERGEN SYMPHONY CONCERT 
The Bergen Symphony returns to our sanctuary on Saturday, June 1 at 8 p.m. in a 
concert that includes Elgar's Violin Concerto with soloist Artur Kaganovskiy and 

Dvorak's "New World" Symphony. Tickets are available at the door.  

90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the sermon being  
produced each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited for sharing with friends via email  
or Facebook, we hope you’ll find it interesting not just for yourself but as a way to start  
faith conversations with friends and family.  Access the videos from our preliminary  
website at www.90secondsermon.com. 
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HELPING HANDS BRING SUNSHINE  
Helping Hands Bring Sunshine is the Mission Project for April/May to benefit the  
children in Haiti as they begin their school year. Children and youth are asked to 
bring school supplies by May 12. Fran Juste will ship and distribute them to the stu-
dents of Ecole Scolaire de la Primitive in Croix Des Bouquets, Haiti. We could also 
use cash or check donations to send the school supplies to Haiti.  
 

CROP WALK  
Crop Walk for Hunger is another mission project for families to walk a mile or  
more on Sunday, May 5, to raise money for those who do not have enough to eat. 
Sponsor forms are available. 
 

THANKING OUR TEACHERS 
On June 9 after Worship, we will be thanking our teachers for their faithful service and CELEBRATING  
our Families, Children and Youth, thanking all of them for their participation in our programs this past year! 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES 
The Church School will complete its spring quarter of lessons on June 2. On June 9, we 
begin our Summer Sunday School program with “Awesome Adventures: God’s Amazing Son”. 
During the summer months, parents and others take turns leading the children with their 
biblical lessons and activity with a fun and creative curriculum. 
 

WISH LIST FOR NURSERY 
Karen DuBois Kahn, Coordinator of the Nursery, has put together a wish list for our growing 

Nursery: a glider, child’s kitchen, plastic rocking horse, baby doll with stroller, toy iron, toys for 
ages 3 months to 3 years – no cloth toys, and booster chairs for ElmoreHall.  Please contact 
Karen with what you can give: karenduboiskahn@gmail.com 

 
 

VACATION BIBLE CAMP is scheduled for August 26 to 30. 
Cyndi Kumor, Director, will be giving us more details very soon, but plan 
ahead and save those dates! 
 

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES  
The YOUTH GROUP is busy packing care packages for college students; bringing school supplies for  

children of Haiti; walking in the CROP Walk for Hunger; planning fund-raisers for our 
delegate, Javier Guerrero, who will attend the Presbyterian Youth Triennium at Purdue 
University in July; ushering once-a-month, leading as a Lay Assistant, Teaching and as-
sisting in Sunday School classes, singing in the Chancel Choir, and participating in 
their Scripture Study class.  The Youth Group sent $200 of their mission dollars raised 
through the Souper Bowl of Caring to Family Promise to help homeless children attend 
camp this summer. The youth will also be helping to host homeless families in July and 
December.                                            Dorothy VanderWerf, Activities Director 
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FIRST THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday, May 2, at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room 
 

Please join us for an interesting and enlightening time as Rev. Hong leads us in 
a look at the book “Through the Eye of the Needle”, a history of the role of money 
in the Church. 

 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room with child care 
 

We really encourage you to try the Sunday Morning Bible Study. In this study we review the text that 
forms the basis of the sermon that day, illuminating issues of history, context, and translation that affect 
the interpretation of the story into a message for us.  You’ll understand more of the background that 
undergirds the sermon in a setting where you get to know some of your fellow worshippers better.  

 
FPC  BIBLE STUDY: THE BIBLE GOES PRIME TIME  
Tuesday 7:00pm – 8:30pm:  May 7 

Each night millions tune into Prime Time, the block of evening programming 
that is most watched and downloaded by viewers.  Sometimes the Bible and 
Christian faith enter this Prime Time public square – and do we like what we 
see and the questions that are raised? From Glee to The Good Wife to the recent 
The Bible series, join us for lively discussion and media clips as the Bible goes 
Prime Time.  Have a favorite clip featuring faith that you’ve seen on TV?   
Email Kellie@englewoodpres.org 

N E W S  F O R  T H E  C O N G R E G AT I O N  

NEWCOMER’S DINNER 

Are you new to FPC?  Please join us for a NEWCOMER'S DINNER on  
Thursday, May 2 at 6:30 p.m. in the East Room.  Meet other people who've  
recently discovered FPC, and learn more about the church.  Because we are 
ordering food, we need you to R.S.V.P. if you are coming no later than noon 
on Tuesday, April 30.  Please call the Church Office (201-568-7373 ext. 0 or 
office@englewoodpres.org) and also indicate if you have any dietary restrictions  
or require child care in the nursery.  We will be scheduling these regularly throughout 
the year. 
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COPE: FPC’S CAREGIVERS’ SUPPORT GROUP 
In partnership with the Bergen Family Center 
Thursday, May 16, 7:00-9:00 pm, in the East Room 
 

Are you feeling the stress of being a caregiver for a sibling, parent, or an adult child?  If you 
are a caregiver looking for resources – or a space to get it all out - come to COPE: FPC’s 

Caregivers’ Support Group.  Through an exciting partnership with the Bergen Family Center, we are able to 
bring you both a wide array of educational programs, information about available resources, and supportive 
sharing led by Sheila Shur, LSW.  Sheila is the Elder Care Supervisor for the Bergen Family Center.  COPE 
will provide you with a compassionate circle of men and women who support one another in our care of 
others. For additional information, contact Rev. Hong at rich@englewoodpres.org. Please feel free to forward this 
invitation to others you know who are feeling the burden of caring for others. All are welcome.  Light refreshments will 
be served. 

"LIVING ON LIVE FOOD"  
SINGLES CONNECTION MEETS ON MAY 22ND 

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, May 22nd, 7 PM, at First Presbyterian Church of Englewood’s Singles 
Connection meeting.  All singles welcome!  The word is spreading about vegan & raw food and vibrant living 
and that it’s possible to lose amazing amounts of weight, look and feel younger and healthier by following the 
tips you’ll discover AND the dishes you will taste.  You’ll learn: “The nutritional value of eating enzyme rich raw 

foods, sprouts, wheat grass, juicing, nut milks, and Super Cleanse ideas,”  “How to set 
up your raw food kitchen & using raw food equipment such as vita-mixes, food 
processors, and dehydrators,” and “Where to get and how to store fresh raw food 
ingredients.”  
 

Please, bring a big appetite because we are going to have free tasting during our 
demonstrations of different recipes. RSVP to Dorothy at 568-7373, x 307. 
 

Presenters are Donna Eldridge and Gil Cohen, certified teachers, instructors, and chefs of vegan and raw food.  
Their company is: DG Vegan & Raw, Web site: www.rawteacher.com/dgraw, 201-805-5823. 

A RECITAL: IN MEMORY OF LOST CHILDREN 
A Sunday afternoon recital will be presented on May 19, 2013 by Miki Tomita, 
pianist, and Marilyn Arons, singer.  Sponsored by the Melody Arons Center, the 
program is dedicated to all families who have lost children before their time. It  
honors the love and joy those children gave their families, the pain of their loss,  
and the celebration of life that must go on. A moment of silence will be observed  
in memory of Boston, Newtown, Japan, and local families who share this common 
bond. The diverse program will be presented at 3 p.m. in the Teaneck Public Library 
auditorium.  It includes works of Gounod, Beethoven, Bernstein, and the rarely performed Sea Pictures, a  
song cycle for contralto and piano, by Edward Elgar.  Mrs. Tomita is a piano teacher and Mrs. Arons is the 
Director of the Melody Arons Center. Both are Teaneck residents.  A full copy of the program can be found  
at www.melodyaronscenter.org.  
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BABY BASICS: PROVIDING BABY ESSENTIALS TO  
LOW-INCOME FAMILIES 

 

The Mission Committee sponsors this project from Mother’s Day to Father’s Day, May 12 to June 16 to help 
low-income families. Baby Basics gratefully accepts donations of all brands of diapers: sizes 3, 4, 5 

and 6 and the following brands of formula: Similac Advance Powder and Similac Isomil  
Advance Powder. You can also make cash donations for these items. There will be a  
designated box for your donations starting May 12. 
 

Baby Basics was started in 1994 by a group of volunteers at West Side Presbyterian Church 
in Ridgewood and is now supported by many organizations, churches, synagogues, and 

schools. Baby Basics distributes more than 331,300 diapers and 149,000 ounces of formula to 
families in need every year. Since 1899, Children’s Aid and Family Services has been helping vul-

nerable children and families and is one of northern New Jersey’s non-profit human services agencies. 
Through Baby Basics, the agency provides vital resources to help young families facing financial hardship. 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING BRINGS JOY 
Your offering for the self-development of people and to assist in disaster areas here and 
abroad was $2,376.00.  The children contributed $44.00  of that through their fish bank 
collections. Our denomination, the Presbyterian Church (USA), is still at work in com-
munities such as Moonachie and Little Ferry recovering from Storm Sandy using funds 
from this offering.  We thank you for your generous gifts to OGHS. 

FPC FAMILY CONNECTION: TERRIFIC TUESDAYS 
Church Playtime and Activity 11:30am – 12:30pm in the Chapel  
May 21, May 28, June 4, June 11 
 

Moms and Dads of preschoolers, join us in the Chapel for this Tuesday morning  
church playtime from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. for this special activity and craft that 

celebrates our faith.  A children’s yoga instructor will lead little ones in learning the Lord’s Prayer with our 
bodies and we’ll close each of the four Terrific Tuesdays with a blessing for our parents to strengthen them for 
the journey of the week ahead.  Have a friend with a preschooler? Bring them along to FPC! 
 

FPC FAMILY CONNECTION DROP-BY DINNER: 6:00PM – 7:30PM  
Wednesday May 29 & Wednesday June 5 in Elmore Hall, *Cookout Wednesday June 12  
 

As the school year comes to a close, let FPC provide the dinner for your busy family for this 
informal mid-week gathering time of food and faith for all our FPC families.  We’ll provide  
plenty of pizza, chicken nuggets and fruit so bring your family and drop by on your way to sports or 
before your little one heads to bed.  We’ll open and close each of these three FPC Family Connection 
Drop-by Dinners with family prayer. *June 12th will feature a family cookout on the lawn with Pastor Rich.  
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O T H E R  N E W S  

ARE YOUR KIDS REGISTERED FOR CAMP JOHNSONBURG? 
Camp J is our Presbyterian Church Camp only one hour west of Englewood and A Camp You 
Can Trust! Pick up a brochure for Half-Week and Full-Week Camps of all kinds for 1st to 12th 
graders! Camp J also has family camps! Website: campjburg,org. 
 

Your Christian Education Committee offers scholarships of $200 per camper. Speak with a member 
of the Church Staff if you’d like to apply for a scholarship.  

WALK THE LABYRINTH ON THE LAWN  

The Labyrinth on the Lawn is open year-round and is located in back of the building on the grassy knoll with         
the entrance near where you see a bench. It is a metaphor for the journey of life with  

its twists and turns, changes and challenges, but we continue on the path with hope  
and determination.  

Come, take a walk on a nice day for a time of prayer and 
meditation. The Labyrinth Committee will be hosting the 
labyrinth walk outside on Friday, May 17 from 4 – 7 p.m. and 
again on Sunday, May 19 from 12 noon to 4 p.m. 

     SAVE THE DATE: AMANDA'S CABARET NIGHT  
ON JUNE 8! 

Like Music and Good Food?  Then come to Amanda's Cabaret Night!  
On Saturday, June 8 , 2013 @ 5pm with a BBQ Dinner to follow. 

Support Amanda Baez, one of our college students, making her first FPC solo debut. 

DEACONS HOST BRUNCH AND RESCHEDULE BLOOD DRIVE 
 

On Sunday, April 21, Elmore Hall was packed with about 150 members, friends and 
visitors for the Parish Connection Brunch. Many connections with new friends, 
lively conversations, wonderful music, and scrumptious food was enjoyed by all!  

Thank you to our 17 Deacons! 
 

SAVE THE DATE!  
 

The Blood Drive has been rescheduled for Sunday, June 23, from 12 noon  
to 3 p.m.  
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CROP WALK FOR HUNGER: SUNDAY, MAY 5 AT 2 P.M. 
Registration starts at 1:30 p.m. There is a 6 mile, 4 mile, or 1½ mile WALK in Englewood. 25% 

of the monies raised benefit the Center for Food Action and 75% continues the ongoing 
work of Church World Service in recovery efforts from natural disasters such as Sandy and in 
other places around the world. The funds also support the self-development of people. Pick  
up your Sponsor form at the church and sign-up your supporters!  We also need people to 

help on the day of the Walk with registration. 
 

Carol Cornell coordinates the Walk for our church and she announces that John and Tracey  
Fraser, brother and sister team, will be the Treasurers for the East Bergen Walk. 

BEE PROJECT 
Much has been written and studied in regards to the mysterious disappearing of bee 
hives. This phenomenon is known as Colony Collapse Disorder. It does not only  
affect the beekeepers but also the careful balance of nature and the production of  
produce such as apples, broccoli, watermelon, almonds, onions, cherries and hundreds  
of other fruits and vegetables. 
 

On May 19th @ 12:15 PM, we will be showing the documentary, Vanishing of the 
Bees.  This 2009 film explores the struggles that beekeepers have endured across the 

United States and the effects we will all face if a solution is not found.  There will be some Q/A following the 
film and we hope that this will inspire a discussion in your own homes.  
 

We invite the entire congregation, friends and community to attend this event.  A light lunch will be served along 
with a delicious dessert called “bee hive cake.” 
 

Psalm 24:1-2, reminds us that, “The earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains, The world, and those who dwell in it. For He 
has founded it upon the seas, And established it upon the rivers.” 
 

For further information and for reservations, please contact Mercedes Zuluaga at mmcordon.z@gmail.com. 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE  
SEEKS YOUR SUPPORT! 

With new plans underway, the Outreach Committee sincerely invites YOU to become a member of the 
committee, or to contribute to one of our C & C events, or to volunteer for a month as a Hospitality Host  
Team Member (setting up & clearing up with the food hosts), or to be available as a "substitute." 
 

Our meetings are on Monday, once a month. We hope to plan new and exciting events for the entire 
Congregation while continuing our ever popular theme "Dinners." Would you like to assist with a "Movie 
Night," or an interesting program such as "What's Your Legacy", and many more ideas we'd like YOU to work on  
for the next months? 
 

You'll find a welcoming group, anxious for new ideas, AND the opportunity to make more of a difference in 
your church. Come try us out and see if we are a good fit!         -Mercedes Zualaga & Mibs Wagner, Co-Chairs  
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11:15 am
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Crossroads Contemporary Worship 5:30 pm 


